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AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR OF GENERAL 
SERVICES TO TRANSFER CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 


AprRIL 28 (legislative day, Aprit 24), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McC.e.uan, from the Committee on Government Operations, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4337] 


The Committee on Government Operations, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 4337) to authorize certain land and other property 
transactions, having considered the same, report favorably thereon, 
without amendment, and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize the Adminis- 
trator of General Services to transfer custody and control over the 
following parcels of real property to the Department of the Navy 
without reimbursement or transfer of funds: 

Section 1 would authorize the Administrator of General Services to 
transfer to the Department of the Navy 

(a) Nine hundred and thirty-four one-thousandths of an acre 
of land with improvements consisting of one building and appur- 
tenant facilities, located at 500 West Thirty-sixth Street, Chicago, 
Ill. This property was acquired by the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation and formerly occupied by Vitreous Enamel Products 
Co. The property was declared sur plus and subsequently leased 
to the Nav y for use as a Navy and Marine Corps Reserve training 
center. The original estimated value of the property was 
$200,000. The Navy has expended an additional $72,830 in 
renovating the building for training purposes. 

(b) Thirteen and five-tenths acres of land with improvements 
consisting of six buildings and appurtenant facilities, constructed 
with funds of the Maritime Commission for civilian barracks at 
Kaiser ‘Swan Island Shipyard, Portland, Oreg., and reported as 
surplus to the War Assets Administration. The buildings and 
adjoining land are presently occupied by the Department of the 
Navy under a temporary permit with the GSA and are used for 
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve training purposes 
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c) Fifteen acres of land with improvements consisting of seven 
billings, one outfitting pier and appurtenant facilities, for merly 
known as a portion of the Walsh-Kaiser Shipyard, Providence, 
R. I. The buildings and land covered by this subsection were 
formerly used by the Walsh-Kaiser Shipbuilding Corp., declared 
surplus by the WAA, and is now occupied by the Navy under a 
temporary permit for use as a Naval Reserve and Marine Corps 
training facility. The property is well adapted to provide 
facilities for Naval Reserve training, Marine Corps training, and 
the mooring of training vessels. This property was appraised 
by the W AA at $95,000 and, since leased by the Navy, expendi- 
tures totaling $400,000 were made in converting the building and 
pier for training purposes. 

Section 2 authorizes the General Services Administrator to pay the 


sum of $1 to the port of Portland, and accept title on behalf of the 
United States to the Child Care Center Building, located at Portland, 
Oreg., formerly leased to the Maritime Commission, and to transfer 
custody and control over the building to the Department of the Navy, 
without reimbursement. This property was inadvertently transferred 
to the port of Portland, and is under lease to the Navy to 1978; the 
port has executed a quitclaim conveyance to the Federal Government 
covering the building, and this provision will complete the transaction 
and permit the Government to obtain title to all the property involved, 


Section 3 authorizes the Administrator of General Services to convey; 


on behalf of the RFC, to the United States of America 1.18 acres of 
land formerly occupied by the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft plant at 
Allentown, Pa., and to transfer such property to the Department of 
the Navy. This property was declared surplus to the needs of the 
RFC and subsequently leased by the Department of the Navy under 
a revocable permit as authorized by law. The property was appraised 
by the WAA at $3,100, but the Navy has expended $157,987 adapting 
it for use as a Naval Reserve training station since the issuance of the 
permit. 


Section 4 provides that the transfers and acceptance of conveyances 


authorized under sections 1, 2, and 3 hereof shall not include any 
inventories of raw material or work in progress. 


BACKGROUND 


The subject bill was introduced in the House of Representatives 


on June 5, 1951, by Hon. Carl Vincent, for the purpose of conferring 
on the Secretary of the Navy certain powers already vested in the 
Secretary of the Army with respect to (1) the granting of easements, 
and (2) the acceptance of donations of land for military purposes, and 
to authorize the transfer of certain parcels of real property from the 
General Services Administration to the Department of the Navy, 
without reimbursement. The bill was reported favorably by the 
House Committee on Armed Services, with amendments, on February 


1952 (H. Rept. No. 1395). 


Prior to committee sihian on this bill, the Congress enacted Publie 


Law 210, approved October 25, 1951, which necessitated the amend- 
ment of H. R. 4337 in the House of Representatives, under which 


‘authority to grant easements and the authority to accept donations 


of real property, included in the original bill, was deleted. The bill, 
which passed the House on March 3, 1952, retains authority for the 
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Administrator of General Services to accept on behalf of the United 
States conveyance of a building known as the Child Care Center, 
located at Portland, Oreg., at a cost not exceeding $1 from the port of 
Portland, Oreg., and to authorize the C eneral Services Administration 
to transfer certain excess properties herein described to the Department 
of the Navy without reimbursement or transfer of funds. 


SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS 


Detailed description of the property covered by this bill, together 
with the original cost and the cost of improvements made by the Navy 
since execution of the temporary permits, are set forth in the following 
section-by-section analysis: 

Section 1 (a) would authorize the General Services Administrator to 
transfer to the Navy Department, without reimbursement, certain 
property at 500 West Thirty-sixth Street, Chicago, Ill., known as 
Plancor 631—A. This property, which was acquired by the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, was formerly occupied by Vitreous 
Enamel Products Co. and was reported as surplus to War Assets 
Administration. Pending legislative authority for its permanent 
transfer, the Navy Department is occupying the property for Marine 
Corps training purposes under revocable permit from War Assets 
Administration. np building is of permanent construction, having 
a total floor space of 57,725 square feet and is situated on a 0.934-acre 
tract of land. The seas rty is well located with reference to public 
transportation and other facilities. The estimated value of the 
property at the time the Navy entered was $200,000. However, 
approximately $72,830 has been expended in adapting the property 
for use as a training center. It is well adapted for use as permanent 
naval or Marine Corps training purposes, being capable of accom- 
modating an amphibious truck company, a heavy antiaircraft artillery 
group, a signal company, the inspector-instructor staff, and the Navy 
medical staff, comprising a total of 1,110 officers and enlisted men. 

Section 1 (b) would authorize the General Services Administrator 
to transfer to the Navy Department, without reimbursement, a 13.5- 
acre parcel of land with certain improvements thereon which were 
reported as surplus to the War Assets Administration. The improve- 
ments consist of six old buildings which were constructed with funds 
of the Maritime Commission for use by the civilian employees at the 
Kaiser Swan Island Shipyard. The property is presently occupied by 
the Navy Department under temporary permit fromm the War Assets 
Administration and is used for naval and Marine Corps Reserve 
training purposes. ‘The estimated value of the property at the time 
the Navy took possession under the temporary-lease agreement was 
$68,100. The Department of Defense has advised your committee 
that no improvements have been made nor have any funds been 
expended on the property since it was taken over by the Navy. 

Section 1 (¢) would authorize the General Services Administrator 
to transfer to the Navy Department, without reimbursement, 15 acres 
of land including improvements, at Providence, R. 1. This property 
was a portion of the former Walsh-Kaiser Shipyard under the juris- 
diction of the United States Maritime Commission. It was declared 
surplus to War Assets Administration and is now occupied by the 
Navy under temporary permit. The improvements located on the 
property consist of seven buildings and one outfitting pier. The 
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property is well adapted to provide facilities for Naval Reserve train- 
ing, Marine Corps training, and the mooring of training vessels. The 
property was appraised by War Assets Administration at $95,000. 
However, the Navy has expended in excess of $400,000 in conversion 
of the buildings and adapting the property for use as a training center. 
Section 2 would authorize the General Services Administrator to 
accept on behalf of the United States, at a cost not exceeding $1, the 
conveyance by the port of Portland, Oreg., of a building known as 
the Child Care Center Building, and loc ated on land leased from the 
port of Portland, and to transfer without reimbursement the custody 
and control over such building to the Department of the Navy. The 
land upon which the Child Care Center Building is located is owned 
by the port of Portland and was leased to the Maritime Commission 
for a period ending March 1952. The port of Portland has executed 
a lease to the Government (Department of the Navy) covering the 
property for the period ending 1978, subject, however, to the aforesaid 
lease to the Maritime Commission. The Child Care Center Building 
was the property of the United States but by inadvertence was trans- 
ferred by General Services Administration to the port of Portland. 
The port of Portland has executed a quitclaim conveyance to the 
Government covering the building. 

Section 3 would authorize the General Services Administrator to 
convey on behalf of Reconstruction Finance Corporation, to the 
United States of America 1.18 acres of land, known as the remaining 
portion of the former Consolidated Vultee Aircraft plant, plancor 
1644, located at Allentown, Pa., and to transfer custody and control 
thereof to the Department of the Navy without reimbursement. 
This property has been declared surplus by the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation and is presently occupied and used by the Navy Depart- 
ment under revocable permit for Naval Reserve training purposes. 
The property had no improvements at the date of occupancy by the 
Navy Department, and had been appraised at $3,100 by the War 
Assets Administration. However, the Navy Department has ex- 
pended approximately $157,987 in adapting the property for Reserve 
training purposes. 

Section 4 provides that the transfers and acceptance of conveyances 
authorized under sections 1, 2, and 3 hereof shall not include any 
inventories of raw material or work in progress. 


CONCLUSION 


All of the lands and buildings covered by this bill have been declared 
excess to the needs of the original using agencies and are occupied 
by the Navy under short-term revocable permits as authorized by law. 
The Department of the Navy has spent substantial sums in renovating 
and converting these properties for use by the Naval Reserve and 
Marine Corps Reserve for training purposes. The needs of this 
Department appear to be of a permanent nature and essential to its 
program. It is therefore believed that these facilities should be trans- 
ferred to the Navy without reimbursement or transfer of funds. 

This bill was originally drafted by the Department of Defense and 
the amendments adopted by the House of Representatives have been 
approved by that Department. The Bureau of the Budget and the 
General Services Administration have also endorsed the bill, and 
recommended its approval by the Congress. 
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